Part 2: In” ae Belly of the. Lone Heath 


> 


EVERYTHING 


BEFORE DAWN. 


OLDER AND SHE PASSED 
AWAY, | FOUND OUT THAT 
THE MONSTERS SHE SPOKE 
OF DI INDEED ExisT. 
THEY ROAMED THE NIGHT 
OUTSIDE THE REFUGE OF 
REL ASTRA, HOWEVER, 
SHE WAS NOT WITH ME 
ANYMORE. EVEN THOUGH 
SHE WAS GONE, | STILE 
KNEW | WAS SAFE 
WITHIN THE CITY, 


| MEANT...JUST,,.REST 

ASSURED THAT YOUR FEARS 

ARE UNNECESSARY. | AM 
HERE FOR YOUR PROTECTION, 
LUCIEN BACK THERE IS HERE 
FOR OUR PROTECTION. YOU 
ARE SAFER RIGHT NOW THAN 
YOU HAVE EVER BEEN. EVEN 
SAFER THAN YOUR SO-CALLED 

"SAFETY" UNDERNEATH THE 
\ THUMB OF DRAX'S c 

PROTECTION, 


HOOKS 50 VAST AHEAD 
OF US, EVINA. | CANNOT SAY THAT 
IVE REALLY EVER LEFT THE SAFETY MAKE BELIEVE BECALISE SHE 
OF REL ASTRA PRIOR TO THIS. 
BEFORE, AS A CHILO, | WAS COERCED INVENTED NEW REASONS FOR 
INTO SLEEP BY MY MOTHER WITH 
STORIES OF HORRID MONSTERS THAT SCARED, OF COURSE, BUT | 
STOLE CHILDREN WHO REMAINED 
AWAKE IN THE NIGHT, FIENDS CAME 
CRAWLING OUT OF THE LONE HEATH 
SWAMPS AND WOULD TAKE THE 
CHILDREN BACK THERE 


'M SORRY, EVINA, BUT | 
\FEAR WHAT WE'RE GOING 
TO HAVE TO FACE IN 
THOSE SWAMPS. 


THE THINGS SHE 
USED TO TELL ME.. | 
ALWAYS THOUGHT THEY WERE 


WOULD ALWAYS SMILE AS SHE 


ME TO GO TO SLEEP. | WAS 


ALWAYS KNEW IN MY HEART 
SHE WAS NEARBY. 


JUST REMEMBER 
THAT THAT LITTLE 
"BLACK SPECK" AHEAD 
OF US 16 JUST THAT.,’LITTLE’, 
IN Alb OF THE FLANAESS, IT'S 
JUST A DOT ON THE DUST OF 
OERTH, IT CAN ONLY 
ACCOMMODATE SO MANY 
MONSTERS, BUT NOT ENOUGH 
TO STOP US. ALL RIGHT? / 


AH, GIFRE, 
YOU ARE 
OEFINITELY. 
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HOWEVER, WITH MASTER 
ANDUWEK GONE NOW, IT IS | 
WHO MUST MAKE THIS JOURNEY, 
| CAN'T BEGIN TO EXPLAIN TO 
YOU THE KINO OF DREAD SLOWLY 
PUTTING ITS HANDS AROUND MY 
HEART, 
BLACK SPECK AHEAD OF US, THE 
ONE HEATH SWAMPS, AND KNOW 
THAT I'M GOING TO SEE MY 
CHILDHOOD NIGHTMARES 
Abt OVER AGAIN. 


| }OOK AHEAD AT THAT 


HEH, 00 'T 
THINK LORD 
ORAK SENT 
YOU TO 
PROTECT ME 
$0 MUCH AS 
TO BULL 
ME INTO 
A MORE 
OOCILE 
STATE. 
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LUCIEN, 
UP AHEAD! 


NO, GIFRE. 
'M SPEAKING OF THAT 
CLUSTER OF PEOPLE 


| THOUGHT YOU 
SAID WE DION'T HAVE 
TO WORRY ABOUT THAT 
BLACK SPECK 
JUST YET. 


LUCIEN, BE 
READY. THEY 
APPEAR ARMED 
AND WAITING, 


‘OF COURSE, 
NOW SILENCE 
YOURSELF, 


WELL, THEY'RE CLEARLY 
WAITING FOR US, LUCIEN. 
WHAT DO YOU PROPOSE WE 
00? RIDE AROUND AND 
AVOID THEM? 


AFOUL. OWARVES GENERALLY DON'T 
ATTACK UNLESS PROVOKED. | DON'T SEE 
ANY REASON WE SHOULD CONTEND WITH 

THEM. STILL, IT IS BEST TO BE SAFE. 


YOU'RE NOT 

THE LAME LEG OF 
ANYTHING, GIFRE, BUT 

RATHER THE HEAD. 
WITHOUT YOU, WE FAIL. 
NOW KEEP A KEEN EYE 

ON THE HAPPENINGS 
WITH OUR FEARLESS 

FRIEND. 


SEEING A SIGN OF 
PEACE |S MUCH APPRECIATED, 
BUT | MEAN TO KNOW YOUR 
NAME AND YOUR INTENTIONS 
AS WELL, 


| FEAR THAT 
TRAVELING WITH A BAND] 
AS LARGE AS YOURS 
WILb ATTRACT EVEN 
MORE ATTENTION THAN 
WE ALREADY HAVE. | 
MUST REFUSE YOUR 
GENEROUS 


BE EASY, PALADIN. IT IS GOOD THAT YOU ARE| 


WARY AROUND US, GIVEN YOUR CURRENT CARGO,| 
BUT BELIEVE ME IT IS QUITE UNNECESSARY, WE! 


WELL, THAT IS QUITE 
A RELIEF. NOW AT 
LEAST | DONT HAVE 
TO GALE UPON YOUR 

OISAPPOINTMENT WHEN 
| TEL+ YOU NEITHER 
MY BAND NOR MYSELF 
ARE GOING ANYWHERE 

WITH YOU! 


WELL, | GUESS 
THEY GOT TO KNOW 
MUCIEN'S BRAND 


OF DRAMA, 


ARE NOT HERE TO HINDER YOUR PROGRESS, 


QUITE THE 
OPPOSITE IN 
FACT. 


MY APOLOGIES, PALADIN, | NEVER 
WASTE AN OPPORTUNITY TO STRIKE, 
IN BATTLE OR OTHERWISE, LET US 


BEGIN AGAIN, 
MY NAME IS 
SURIN IRONSWING, WE 


WAVE COME TO OFFER ONE 


OF OUR BEST WARRIORS 
TO YOUR CAUSE, THUS, 
» | PRESENT TO YOU, 


wROARN 
STONEHEARTH, 


|, RE ASTRA IS WHERE WE HEARD 
HOW MAY 
| ASK, SURIN, 
0 YOU KNOW OF OUR 
QUEST AND WHERE TO 
FIND US? WE HAVE |OUR WAY SO THAT WE MAY HELP YOU 
SPOKEN TO NO ONE IN YOUR QUEST. THESE DRAGONS HAVE 
SINCE OUR DEPARTURE TAKEN NEST ALONG THE Hibs WHERE 
FROM REb ASTRA AS IWE HAVE LIVED FOR HUNDREDS OF 
TO WHO WE WERE YEARS. I'bt BE BURNED IF WE 
OR WHERE OUR 


| AM NEEDED WITH 
MY PEOPLE. 


AH, A TRUE WARRIOR, 


00 NOT LET THEIR APPEARANCES 
Paid NAY ce Mac tacal FOOL YOU, ROARN, THEY ARE 
YOUR GENEROSITY AND NOBILITY, QUITE CAPABLE OF TAKING 
ROARN STONEHEARTH, | WELCOME YOU, 


IF THEIR OWN. 
ON BEHALF OF OUR GROUP, HOPEFULLY cae tes 


WE WiLL MATCH THE VALOR THAT YOU 


ROARN, RETURN 
TO US WITH THE 
INSPIRING TALES 


| LOOK FORWARD 
TO FIGHTING ANY BATTLE: 
AGAINST THE TERROR OF 
THESE DRAGONS, AS 
HONG AS YouR Group FOS 
DOES NOT MAKE IT 
MY LAST. 


GLARE TO THE REST OF IT’S PACK AND 
THEY RAN AS IF BATTED AWAY BY THE 


WARHAMMER OF THE SOUL 
FORGER HIMSELF. 


HEAR YOUR SARCASM, 
WOMAN, BUT | DON'T TAKE 
OFFENSE TO SUCH A COMMENT. 
| KNOW | HAVE MORE TALES THAN 
THE AVERAGE EAR CAN HANDLE, 
@UT I'M PROUD TO TELL THEM NONE- 
THE-LESS, IT (5 FAR GETTER THAN J 
BP. Rivinc In sixence AND eROODING Ai 
BD ON THE DANGERS YET 
TO COME, 


VERY WARY OF WHAT WE'RE 
ABOUT TO WANDER INTO. IN 
RECENT TIMES, THE RELATIVE 
QUIET OF THE HEATH HAS 


STENCH OF EVIL. 
QUITE THE TAME MARSHLANDS 
THAT IT USED TO GE. THE 
LONE HEATH IS NOT AN 
ENVIRONMENT TO BE TAKEN 
WITH A WANDERING MINO AND 
YAPPING TONGUE. ESPECIALLY 
WHEN THAT YAPPING TONGUE 
WILL ATTRACT SOMETHING 
I+--TEMPERED TO SLAP THAT 
AXE FROM YOUR HANDS 
AND MAKE OFF WITH A 
FAT LITTLE MEAL. 


HAHAHA, MAKE 
ANOTHER REFERENCE 
TO THIS MUSCLE BEING 
"LITTLE" AND "FAT", WOMAN, 
AND I'-t GET RIGHT OFF OF J} 7 Wh 

THIS ASS AND SMACK i g 
YOURS RIGHT BACK INTO. 
REL ASTRA. 


ANC IT'S FUNNY YOU WOULD MENTION 
MY AXE FLYING FROM MY GRASP, THAT, DEAR 
LADY, WIL NOT BE HAPPENING. AS LONG AS | 
REMAIN CONSCIOUS, THIS WEAPON WiL+ NOT BE 
FLYING FROM MY HANDS. THAT I5, NOT UNLESS | 
COMMAND IT TO, IT Wi-t REMAIN WITHIN MY 
HOLD AS IF GRAFTED TO MY VERY SOUb, IT 
WILL NOT BE GOING ANYWHERE EXCEPT 
DEEP WITHIN MY ENEMIES, 


$0 IT 16 GOOD 
YOU SIT ON MY SIDE 
AN? NOT THE OTHER. 
HAHAHAHAHA! 


THE TALE, ROARN 
STONEHEARTH. IN 
FACT, PROBABLY 
BETTER THAN THE 


LAST THREE YOU'VE 


THESE PARTICULAR CARRIER 
PIGEONS ARE TRAINED TO 
RECOGNIZE THE CREST OF 
LUCIEN CATHAL'S PERSONAL 
ARMOR AND SHIELD, THEY 
WILL NOT DESCEND UPON 
ANY OTHER INDIVIPLAL 
7 SAVE FOR THE 
a{ PERSON WITH THESE 
MARKINGS, 


NO, SIRE. YOU HAD 
(ORDERED NONE TO SEE WHAT 
YOU HAD HAND WRITTEN. THEY 


‘SIRE, YOU ARE ONE OF THE 
MORE RESPECTED FIGURES 

WITHIN THE METROPOLIS OF 
REL ASTRA BECAUSE OF 
THE ORDER YOU UPHOLO 

AND THE SAFETY YOU 
PROVIDE FOR HER 
CITIZENS, 


AND WHAT ARE 
THE OTHER THOUGHTS 


IT MAKES ME THINK OF @ 
ROGUE NOT CARING FOR THE NAME 
OF HIS FATHER NOR THE REPUTATION 
THAT NOW TARNISHES EVERY TIME THE 
NAME "KIERNAN ORNARUS' |S UTTERED 
IN CONVERSATION. WHAT HE HAS 
DONE, SADLY, CAN NEVER BE 
RIGHTED, NO MATTER THE 
PUNISHMENT IMPLEMENTED. 


IN MY THOUGHTS, 
IMPRISONING HIM HAS BEEN 
TOO KIND A JUSTICE AND | 00 
NOT UNDERSTAND HOW YOU ARE =" vai0 
ABLE TO DEAL WITH WHAT HE = ice Aun 
HAS TAKEN FROM YOU, pausurer.. 


GREAT THINGS IN Abb OF THAT \ 
my Life, enous W Greater coor 
TO MAKE ME A OUTWEIGH WHAT 
BEACON OF TRUTH 
AND HONOR IN Witt IT EVER? 
THIS GREAT 


a i w/ 4 

ALWAYS <i 
Reapy To Rusd {7 ; 
TO MY AID, AREN" papell 

A, You TRAUBON? 


WE CANNOT WASTE 
/ " wp THE TIME TO AWAIT SUNRISE, WE 
g c YOUNG @OY, TOO MUCH PRECIOUS 
NIGHT DROPPED TIME WiLL PASS US BY, 
UPON US QUICKLY THIS NOT BE SEEING DAYLIGHT WHILE 
EVENING. IT'S MAKING IT } TRAVELING THROUGH THESE 
A BIT HARD TO see 
AHEAD OF LS. 


1 00 NOT LIKE THE 
'0EA OF HAVING TO SET 
UP CAMP JUST A CROW'S 
FLIGHT FROM THE CENTER 
OF THE HEATH. HOW CAN 
WE SPARE ANY EYES TO 

SLEEP WHEN IT'S 
DANGERS SLITHER 
All AROUND USZ, 


WE'LL HAVE TO MAKE 
DUE, EVINA. THERE IS NO 
SENSE IN STUMBLING WITHIN 
THESE MARSHES DURING THE 
BLACKEST PARTS OF NIGHT. 
IT 16 DAYLIGHT NOW AND 
ALREADY WE CANNOT SEE 
THIRTY PACES AHEAD OF US, 
OUR THANKS TO YOU, 
ROARN, FOR JOINING 
US WHEN YOU DID, 


MY EYES ALLOW’ 

ME TO SEE WHAT 

LURKS AHEAD OF 
ING, 

etal tell ON ALL OTHER SIDES. 

FARTHER THAN kt NOT BE LOSING MY 

SKIN IN THESE DEAD 


BELIEVE THIS 
PLACE RETAINS 
A FAR GREATER 
STENCH THAN THAT 
WHICH | ACCUSE 

YOU OF 
HARBORING. 


WHAT | SAIZ 
DOES LITTLE 
FOR OUR 


| ny ie 


MY WEAPON! 


e GIVE ME A WEAPON 
> 2 DAMN YOU! 
r 
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AND DON'T 
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CARE TO ? \ any 
JOIN THE FIGHT, a 
ROARN, OR ARE a 9 eh 
YOU TOO cozy an CYR 
ALREADY? | 
g A \ aed | 
YOU JUST THREW 
IAWAY WHAT | WOULD EVINA, 


HAVE GIVEN TO You MAA SWORD! 


GET OVER 
HERE AND ILL 
BE HAPPY TO GIVE 
OU ONE, OTHERWISE, 
THEY'RE BOTH A 
BIT NEEDED AT 
THE MOMENT. 
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KIERNAN IS 


ROARN! 
WE'RE BEING 
: OVERWHELMED! 


PERHAPS THAT 
HAD SOMETHING TO 
IDO WITH YOUR DECISION \E 
TO KEEP HIM SO WELL- [ae 
EQUIPPED. WHAT OF £® 
THE WOMAN? 
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ROARN! 
VF THOSE TWO ESCAPE, 
THEY MAY RETURN WITH 
Dy More OF THEIR KINO 
AND IN GREATER 
NUMBERS! 


YOU EXPECT ME TO TM 
SURVIVE ALONG WITH YOU WHEN! 


STERLING JOB KEEPING ME 
ALIVE JUST THEN, 


YES, | THINK IT IS TIME TO SETTHE THIS, 
LUCIEN, WE COULD HAVE USED AN EXTRA 
BLADE IN THIS SKIRMISH WE JUST HAD, 
YES, HE'S STILb YOUR PRISONER, BUT 
HE HAS PROVEN HIMSELF A WORTHY 


| 20 WISH TO ARGUE 
THAT! 50 LET'S 
SETTLE THIS NOW, 
YOU ARROGANT 
CAKE-EATER! 


IT NECESSARY FOR YOU 
TO HAVE IT. IF YOU 
WISH TO ARGUE THAT, 


YOU'L+ BE WASTING 4) FIGHTER. WE NEED HIM. THAT 
PRECIOUS BREATH, & 4 MEANS WE NEED HIM ALIVE. 
» a na a 


BOTH OF YOU, ENOUGH! YOU'RE MAKING ENOUGH 
NOISE TO AWAKEN THE DELVERS ON THE OTHER 
SIDE OF THE FLANAESS. THOSE LIZARD FOLK 
ARE GOING TO BE EXPECTED TO RETURN, AND 
WHEN THEY DON'T, WE CAN EXPECT MORE TO 
VISIT US. I'0 RATHER NOT HAVE YOU TWO 
IMBECILES MAKING IT ANY EASIER FOR THEM, 


WHAT 00 YOU PROPOSE? WE 
UNTIE HIS HORSE? GIVE HIM HIS 
WEAPONS? 90 YOU KNOW HOW 
IMANY MEN'S LIVES HE HAS TAKEN 
WITH THAT TWISTED DAGGER HE 
POSSESSES? 


WN BC Hiil\ 


EVINA IS RIGHT, WE COULD 
HAVE USED THE EXTRA 
BLADE IN THIS FIGHT, AND 
YM SURE WE'LL NEED IT 
AGAIN SOON ENOUGH, 


NOU ARE LEADING NOTHING] 
LUCIEN. WE WILL HAVE A 
VOTE. THOSE IN FAVOR 
OF ARMING KIERNAN, 
SAY ‘AYE.’ 


WE ARE DEROLOCKED. 
THAT MEANS NOTHING 
CHANGES, 


SHE MAY HAVE VERY WELL 
SAVED MY LIFE BACK THERE. 
SHE ALSO STOPPED THE OTHER 
RETREATING LIZARD WHEN ROARN 
COULD ONLY STOP ONE, IN ESSENCE, 
SHE JUST MIGHT HAVE SAVED US 
AbL. IN RETURN, IF SHE WISHES 
TO TRAVEL WITH US, THEN | 
GIVE HER A VOTE. 


WEAPONS, 


THAT | WAS 
AGAINST THIS 
FROM THE 

BEGINNING. 


| PLEDGE TO YOU MY BOW OF FIRE AND 
AbL MY SKIL+S AS A RANGER TO HELP 
YOU ALONG YOUR PATH... AS LONG AS | 
AM ALLOWED TO ENSURE THE GLORY 

OF OUR VICTORY REACHES MY 
PEOPLE AS WEL. 


|S VERENA 
MORNBRINGER, 
DAUGHTER OF 
NAMEROS 


To your 
E\ ave in THE 
BA HEATH. 


| HAVE BEEN SENT AS AN 
EMISSARY FROM COLFFAS, ON! 
RANCH OF THE PEOPLE OF THE 
GRANOWOOD, TO ENSURE THAT YOU 
HUMANS AND OWARVES ARE NOT 
SOLELY RESPONSIBLE FOR ALL 
OF OUR SALVATION FROM 
THESE GLUE DRAGONS. 


BESIDES, I'VE NEVER THEN MY THANKS 


| Wit AGREE AS 


WEL, SINCE SHE'S SO 


SURE WE'RE GOING TO WIN) SEEN ARROWS FLY TO Abb OF YOU 
THIS STRUGGLE OF OURS, , FROM A BOW WITH | HAVE BEEN 

THEN BY ALL MEANS WE SUCH SWARMING FOLLOWING You 

OuL EVER SINCE YOU 

a wana WILLING TO OFFER HAD LEFT REL 

HELP IN OUR ASTRA. | WAS 

ENDEAVOR, GETTING A BIT 

HONELY, $0 THE 


CONVERSATION 15 


HIZARO FOLK QUICKLY 
AND QUIETLY, 


IT 15 HOPELESS. WHY ARE MY 
PEOPLE PUTTING THEMSELVES OUT 
IN THE OPEN AND IN HARMS WAY? MY 
GREATEST ARMIES HAVE BEEN CRUSHED 
RAND THESE COMMONERS THINK THEMSELVES 
TO FARE ANY BETTER? WHO GAVE 
THESE PEOPLE LEAVE TO 00 WITH 
THEIR LIVES WHAT THEY WISH? 
NOT I! 


SIRE, GUT THEY 
ARE ONLY A 
HANDFUL, THE 
MATORITY OF 
PEOPLE ARE 
LOCKED WITHIN 
THEIR HOMES 


HOPING THAT 
THE DRAGON'S 
NEXT PASS 
WIkE NOT FRY 
THE MEAT 
FROM THEIR 
BONES. 


WE DON'T, WE'VE 
BEEN TRAVELING QUITE 
A DISTANCE AND WITH 
GREAT SPEEQ. THERE WAS 
NO SENSE IN GOING THROUGH 
THE LONE HEATH IN ALMOST 


SETTING CAMP 
IN THE LONE HEATH 
‘MIGHT NOT HAVE BEEN 
THE MOST SENSIGLE 

THING TO OO, BUT | 

DON'T BELIEVE WE 
HAD MUCH CHOICE 
IN THE MATTER, 


We JUST 
HAVE TO KEEP 


THAT COMES 
OUR WAY. 


SHORTER THAN 
THIS MUSHROOM 
MENACING. 


CUTE, | SEE 
THAT THERE 
MAY STILE YET 


CULPRITS IN 
MANY LIVESTOCK 
RAIDS? THOSE 
CAN GET PRETTY 


re 
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mae FEEL SAFE KNOWING HE CAN TAKE THAT 
: WEAPON AND PUT IT INTO A CREEPING ENEMY 
eens Mlal a psig here THAT IS LURKING BEHIND ME. HE HAS GIVEN 
ME NO REASON YET TO DOUBT HIS HONOR 
INVOLVING KIERNAN, | STIL STANC : ee IS ec UM aoe sacri 
Wea to on ection i) THAT HAPPENED SOME TIME AGO, BUT THIS 
Mi MISSION. HE Wi-L+ WANT TO MAKE IT 

YOU FEEL SAFE KNOWING A MAN 


CAPABLE OF MURDERING His / Fee RO Lie ag WHEN FACED! 
‘OWN MOTHER AND SIBLING amg : J WITH THAT, 
IS HOLDING A WEAPON ‘ MANY @ SOUL 
BEHIND YOU? MAY CHOOSE 

TO CHANGE 

THINGS, EVEN 

IF ONLY 
TEMPORARY, 


THIS TOURNEY WOULD 
HAVE BEEN GETTER SUITED 
FOR YOU. | DIO NOT MAKE IT 
FAR ENOUGH IN MY TRAINING TO 
EVEN MASTER THE SIMPLEST 
OF SPELLS, NOW | AM 
EMBARKING ON A QUEST 
THAT YOU SHOULD 
HAVE MADE, 


18 


Y WHAT IF MY 


BEFORE | CAN 
COMPLETE WHAT 
YOU HAD 


YOU WATCHING FROM 

BEHIND MY SHOULDER, 

| KNOW NOTHING CAN 
HAPPEN TO ME 


WHA..? WHAT ARE 
THOSE? WILL-O-THE-WISP, 
PERHAPS? | HAVE HEARD OF 
THEM, BUT NEVER ACTUALLY 
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MADE & BROUGHT TO YOU BY 
SKOTINKA 


